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Dear Brother Jonsson:

January 17, 1978 

To hand 1s your letter of Deoember 12, 1977, and also the 
treatise that you have prepared entitled "The Gentile Times Re­
oonsidered."

We have not had the opportunity of examining this material 
as yet, as other urgent matters are occupying our attention. 
However, we will look into this material when we have the oppor­
tunity. 

We appreeiate your sincerity in wanting to set forth your 
views. However, no matter how strong the argumentation may be 
in support of these views, they must, for the present, be re­
garded as your personal viewpoint. It is not something that you 
should talk about or try to advance among other members of the 
congregation. We mention this because you state in your letter 
that .several brothers have examined your treatise and that "we 
are all eagerly looking forward to your comments." 

As you can appreciate, what you state in your treatise 
amounts to a radical departure from the present understanding of 
chronology by Jehovah's Witnesses. We are sure that you can ap­
preciate that if ehanges of importance are made they should be 
made in an orderly way. even as was the case in the first century, 
with central direction being given. (Acts 15:1, 2) We are also 
sure that you appreciate that for individuals to advance and advo­
cate sueh changes would have, not a unifying effect, but a divi­
sive one producing confusion. We mention this to you in view of
the fact that the treatise you sent contains a statement on the 
front page describing it as "prepared by Jehovah's Witnesses. for 
Jehovah's Witnesses." To say that something is "prepared by 
Jehovah's Witnesses"  implies that it has the sanction or Jehovah's 
Witnesses as a body, and we are sure you realize that this is not 
the case with the treatise at hand. This could give a false im­
pression and we are confident that this is not your desire. You 
can be assured that your views will be examined by responsible 
brothers, and that if doctrinal change should be made at some 
time it will come through the proper channels. This is impor­
tant 1n preserving the unity of Jehovah 1 s organization. 

It is hoped that you will observe the counsel supplied above. 
In due course we hope to look into your treatise and evaluate 
what is contained therein. 

Please be assured of our warm love and best wishes. 

Your brothers.
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For the Writing Committee 
of the Governing Body 


